
   
 

 
 

GUIDANCE 
FOR 

MASTER'S THESIS 
 

Master of Science 
 

MOPP 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Edited January 2025 
  

 



Nord Business School 
 

   
 

1 

PREFACE 
 
This guide has been prepared especially for you who are now master's students on a scientific master's 
program at Nord University School of Business and Economics. The purpose is to convey the 
necessary information so that the choice of topic for the master's thesis, the execution of the work and 
the reporting of the results will be as painless as possible. 
 
Master's thesis (MOPP) - an exciting challenge! 
The master's thesis is a compulsory part of the study and accounts for 30 of a total of 60 credits in the 
final year. 
 
The work with MOPP must be based on knowledge and competence gained through the subjects of 
the chosen main profile, and is a final work on the main profile and the study program itself. 
 
In this booklet, we have collected the formal rules that apply to the research work in addition to good 
advice for the entire research process. The booklet is also intended to help you get started early - which 
is perhaps the most important prerequisite for the work not to become a chore, but rather one of the 
most lively, educational and fun things you do during your studies. If this goal is to be achieved, you 
must plan - something we hope this overview can help you with! If you are still stuck, it is natural to 
seek help from an appointed supervisor to clarify academic questions or a study supervisor for practical 
questions. 
 
Note that the programme includes two compulsory assignments, often in the form of 
presentations, which must be completed; one in January/February and one in March/April, see 
more info under point 8.1. Further information will be provided by the study program manager/main 
profile manager and/or supervisor . The purpose of the presentations is several. You will be able to 
receive valuable comments from fellow students and academic staff and it will give you useful 
knowledge about other projects and the situation other master's students are in. A supervision contract 
must be written and signed by student and supervisor. More information can be found under 
point 6.1. 
 
 
 
Good luck with the task! 
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1. THE PURPOSE OF THE MASTER'S THESIS 

As part of the final year of the master's programme, each student must carry out an independent 
research project which must be reported in writing. This written research work is called the master's 
thesis (MOPP) (Masteroppgave in Norwegian). The purpose of this work is to give you as a student 
advanced competence in applying theoretical knowledge that you have acquired during your studies, 
and not least to give you the opportunity to deepen your knowledge within specific topics. Through 
the work on this assignment, you as a student will also acquire knowledge and skills in scientific 
method and research methodology - formulating a problem, searching for and reviewing relevant 
research literature related to the problem, planning and carrying out any empirical investigations, 
choosing an analysis method, and presenting important findings from your investigations, conclude 
key results and propose problem solutions. In addition, all this must take place within given time and 
resource frameworks. This is a work situation and a type of work that you encounter in the vast 
majority of positions. The main motivation for you to put extra effort into your master's thesis should 
therefore be that this work is to the highest degree both relevant to your studies and your job. 

1.1 Different formats of the assignment and their scope 

  Thesis with a theoretical and empirical orientation that are presented as a monograph ( 
normally no more than 60 pages, line spacing 1.5 ) . 

 
  Theseis with a theoretical and empirical orientation as a scientific article, with article 

summary associated cover (normally 40-50 pages for one student, plus article summaryc, 
line spacing 1.5) Extent of the article summary increases for two students. 
 

ƒ (x)  Thesis with an orientation towards mathematical models . 
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2. WHAT SHOULD I WRITE ABOUT? 

If you do not have the topic clear to you, there are many channels to go through to get a research 
assignment. Before you make use of these, you should have a certain idea of which academic and 
theoretical areas you are most interested in, and what type of research you wish to carry out. You 
normally make the final choice of topic in the third semester. If you follow the Master of Science in 
Business, written assignments from the main profile can be included in the theoretical basis for the 
MOPP , but in a revised form. 
 
Examples of communication channels for assignment ideas : 
 
  Various research foundations may also provide assignments and may even support theses 

related to ongoing research projects. The foundations have built their activities around various 
subject areas that will help define any research missions. For example, Nordlandsforskning has 
established a close collaboration with Innovation Norway, and in this connection interesting offers 
may appear for students. Nordlandsforskning has its offices in Nord's premises (entrance A, 3rd 
floor ). Students must make contact themselves, or discuss the possibilities with your supervisor 
or main profile manager. 

  
  Through summer jobs and part-time jobs, you can of course see interesting problems that are 

suitable as topics for MOPP. If you have not already agreed something like this, it may be worth 
trying to make contact during the autumn. Certain companies also offer summer jobs that actually 
involve carrying out - or starting - research work. 

 
  Personal contact per e-mail, telephone or by contacting companies, organisations, public 

agencies, municipalities, counties, ministries etc., represents a very important opportunity. 
 
  Last, but not least, subject staff, supervisors at MOPP or other staff associated with the area 

you may be interested in will be able to give you valuable advice and tips for choosing a topic. 
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3. PLANNING AND PREPARATION 

In order to ensure a good start and completion of the work with the MOPP, careful planning is required 
and that one decides whether to write alone or together with another student. In order to write the 
MOPP and have a supervisor appointed, it is assumed that the progression requirements to start 
with the MOPP have been met. 
 
The search for a theme and a client can advantageously be started already in the autumn of the 3rd 
semester. 
 
For the master's theses, there are separate subject codes for the various main profiles: 
 
Master of Science in Business, main profile within : 
 Financial management, BE304E 
 Financing and investment; BE305E 
 Entrepreneurship and innovation management, BE307E 
 International trade and marketing, BE309E 

 
Master in Global Management : 
 Master thesis ORG5010 

 
Master in accounting and auditing 
 Master thesis ECO5005 

 
Master in entrepreneurship and business development 
 Master thesis ENT5018 

 
 
The following deadlines apply to everyone:  
Compulsory work requirement 1              deadline in January/February -  
                                                                       check studweb for the correct date 
 
Compulsory work requirement 2               deadline in March/April - 
                                                                        check studweb for the correct date 
 
Master's thesis                                      deadline in May -  
                                                                        check studweb for the correct date 

 
In order for you to be able to make full use of the time between the autumn and spring semesters for 
thesis writing, a good deal of preparatory work is necessary. Literature searches usually require a lot 
of time. This work should therefore be started already before Christmas. If you are to carry out an 
empirical investigation, a proper timetable should be drawn up, so that you are not pressed for time at 
the end of the semester. Reasonable time must be calculated for, for example, designing and testing 
the questionnaire or interview guide, agreeing response deadlines and interview times , reminders, 
interpretation of data, clean writing, etc. Despite the fact that you save work by building on tasks and 
project tasks from previous subjects, it is not uncommon for students to still find that there is not 
enough time. After you have decided on a research topic, the following decision should be made: 
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3.1 Write alone or together with another student? 

The research work must be independent work. It is the experience of many students that the work on 
the assignment becomes more educational and rewarding if there are two of you who write together. 
You then have the opportunity to give each other positive and negative feedback along the way, get 
the effect that "two heads think better than one", and you are also two to "drive the work" forward. 
You will gain valuable experience from collaboration on a larger project, which is useful in terms of 
future work situations. We therefore recommend that students write together, but you can also write 
alone if you wish. 
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4. FORMULATION OF AND REQUIREMENTS FOR PROBLEM 
STATEMENT 

After the topic has been chosen and you have decided whether you want to write the thesis alone or in 
collaboration with someone else, it is time to formulate the topic/problem more precisely. For students 
who write on behalf of an external client, it is important to be aware that you cannot exclusively relate 
to the practical requirements set by the client and the hopes they have for the outcome of the study. 
The task must also satisfy the formal requirements for how a MOPP should be built up, e.g. with regard 
to the formulation of the problem, discussion of theory, method and empirical data etc. In general, it 
can be said that a clearly formulated topic should primarily provide answers to the following (taken 
from Troye/Grønhaug: "Research methodology"): 

 
     What is the focus of the investigation?  
 Here one can think of many specific problem areas: the information system in organization Y, 

the export market e.g. for salmon, budgeting routines for product X and purchasing decisions 
for company A. 

     What is the purpose of the investigation? 
 You always have limited time and resources at your disposal in this work. This means, among 

other things, that you cannot embrace all the issues raised by a topic - in other words, you must 
decide what the purpose of the investigation is. It can e.g. have a descriptive, recommendatory, 
predictive, explanatory or theoretical purpose. 

    What type of problem statement is it? 
 Here it will be a question of whether to formulate the problem in the form of a theme, question 

or hypothesis. The choice depends, among other things, on how much has been written about 
the chosen topic in the past. If there is a lot of material, it points in the direction of setting up 
hypotheses to be tested using the collected data. If the area is new and unexplored, it may be 
necessary to formulate research questions. 

  What is the professional perspective of the investigation? 
 Here again, based on time and resource limitations, it is important to limit oneself. Although 

some research topics will require interdisciplinary approaches, it is often useful to go in depth 
within the framework of one or a few academic perspectives with a view to spreading over 
several. 

  Is the report useful?  
 In one way or another, the work should contribute something new, that is, have a certain 

informational value. Examples of this could be that the investigation provides a new 
explanation, provides a new decision-making basis, provides a new description or that "old" 
theories are used in a new area. 

  Is the research assignment feasible?  
 There can be many reasons why an assignment project cannot be completed. The main rule 

should be that the students, in consultation with their supervisor, critically assess as early as 
possible how well the problem is suitable as a topic. Based on the mindset that things can go 
wrong, in this initial investigation phase you should ensure that you have alternative 
investigation topics ready for you. This is especially important if you initially have plans for 
extensive empirical investigations! If the task is too extensive, time may be too short to carry 
out a thorough analysis of the collected data. In order to increase the response rate for postal 
interviews, the forms should not be too extensive and complex either. 
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5. PRELIMINARY DISPOSITION 

You have now come so far in the investigation process that you can make an outline. If you are 
following the Master of Science in Business or Accounting and Auditing, the outline (work 
requirement 1) must be approved by the course supervisor for the chosen main profile before you can 
begin the actual work with the MOPP . 
 
The outline plan (appendix 1) is delivered to the subject responsible for the chosen main profile 
within the deadline given in studweb (see also chapter 3). 
 
The form is assessed by the course supervisor who, together with the subject communities linked to 
the main profile, recommends the supervisor. The purpose of this form is, in addition to finding a 
supervisor, mainly to ensure that you get started with the research work early. The form must be filled 
in anyway - even if you have been assigned a supervisor before the deadline. 
 
As a summary, we outline below the research process up to now and what it looks like going forward. 
 

1. Choice of theme 
2. Preparation/Organization 
3. Final choice of assignment 
4. Disposition plan (note: mandatory presentation) 
5. Completion of the various phases (note: mandatory presentation) 
6. Submission 
7. Censorship 

 

5.1 Implementation of the disposal plan 

 
The disposition plan itself may look as follows: 
 
 The point of departure for the outline plan is the formulated problem.   
 Literature search and literature examination   
    Forming and organising possible empirical studies   
    Choosing a possible method of analysis   
 Collecting possible data   
    Interpreting possible data   
    Writing up the thesis  
 
Both literature, the supervisor, and the use of the University infrastructure will aid you when going 
through the various steps of the outline plan.  
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6. USEFUL TOOLS 

In addition to the professional staff and your assigned supervisor, the library and computer network 
at the University constitute the main tools offered to you in your work with the investigation. In our 
experience, students do not always avail themselves of the opportunities offered by the library and 
the computer facilities in this type of investigative process. We strongly urge you to do so. We hope 
that the following suggestions can contribute to more effective use of these resources.   
 

6.1 The supervisor 

 
In the work with the MOPP, you will be assigned a supervisor. This is a person with special expertise 
in exactly the area you have chosen as a topic. As a rule, this will be one of the academic staff at the 
Business School. 
 
A supervision contract must be written and signed by the student and supervisor. For Global 
management, it is a formal requirement (work requirement 1) that the contract be signed and delivered. 
For other programmes, the contract is delivered after the start-up seminar has been completed. The 
guidance contract can be found on Canvas. The contract is signed by the student and supervisor and 
returned to the administration. 
 
The supervisor is undoubtedly a great resource which it is important to utilize in the best possible way 
during the work with the MOPP . She is an expert on the topic you have chosen and can therefore 
contribute valuable suggestions and comments in connection with the assignment. A successful 
guidance process requires that you as a student are active and take initiative. The supervisor will not 
run after you. You yourself are responsible for making contact with the person in question early 
on and for sending material (e.g. one or more chapters of the assignment) that can be used as a 
basis for the guidance itself. Feel free to deliver draft guidance early. You must expect that it 
may take some time before you receive feedback, this may especially be the case at the end of the 
semester when a supervisor is often responsible for several tasks . 
 
 

6.2 The University Library's services  

- Click on the map for location in the library. 
- Search 808.066. All the literature on assignment writing is there. 
- Look for the most relevant book on the shelf. 

 
1. Search databases for scientific articles: 

- "Advanced search" always provides more narrowing options. Few hits = good. 
- Use the delineation options actively. All databases offer different possibilities. 
- Use "quotation marks" around the exact phrase you want to search for, if several 

words. 
- Use Ordnett or Google translate to find good English keywords. 
- Use * on the "root" of a search term to find different words starting with this. 

 
 
 

http://translate.google.com/
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Example: 
Economist* gives hits on economist er , economic isk , economist in etc. 

 
- Combine keywords with AND, OR, and NOT. 

 
In order to Use Example 
Find all the words AND Energy-intensive AND 

industry AND “reputation 
building” 

Find at least one of the 
words (NB! It's a good idea 
to use OR when searching 
for synonyms.) 

OR Power-intensive OR 
energy-intensive 

Exclude a word NOT «energy-intensive 
industry» NOT «metal 
industry» 

 
 

- Use parentheses to group keywords. 
 
Example:  
(power-intensive OR energy-intensive) AND industry 
 
Full text = access to .PDF or web version of the article. 
- Peer reviewed = a scientific seal of quality. If an article is not peer reviewed , it does 

not mean that it is necessarily bad. Source criticism is a demanding genre. 
- Have you found a good article? Follow the sources, the author or the journal itself . 

Scopus is a database that makes this easy for you. If you click on the journal title next 
to a good article, you can search further in this journal. If you click on the author's 
name, you will see other articles written by that person. And if you click on a source 
in the reference list, this source will appear. 

- Scientific journals often deal with narrow topics. Do a keyword search in the specific 
journal. 

- If an author has written something exciting, the chances are high that he/she has 
published even more in the same street. Google the person! Find out who he/she is 
and look up the person's university website. Norwegian researchers' publications are 
available at Cristin . 

 
2. Use newspaper articles from Atekst to illuminate background information for the choice of 

empirical analysis, illuminate the current situation or refer to a case. 
 
Familiarize yourself with the loan rules . 
 
All the links here require that you are connected to NORD's IP network. They can also be found at 
www.nord.no/bibliotek . 
 
Are you stuck? Ask a librarian. We are here for you! 
www.nord.no/bibliotek , library desk, ubbodo@nord.no , 

https://snl.no/fagfellevurdering
http://sokogskriv.no/
https://bibsys-almaprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo-explore/search?vid=UBIN&lang=no_NO&mode=advanced
http://www.google.no/
http://www.cristin.no/as/WebObjects/cristin.woa?la=no
https://www.nord.no/bibliotek/alt-om-lan
http://www.nord.no/bibliotek
http://www.nord.no/bibliotek
mailto:ubbodo@nord.no
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6.3 Use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) 

 
Information about how students can use AI as a tool in student work is given on our website: 
https://www.nord.no/om/kunstig-intelligens/studenter-retningslinjer-for-bruk-av-generativ-kunstig-
intelligens  

https://www.nord.no/om/kunstig-intelligens/studenter-retningslinjer-for-bruk-av-generativ-kunstig-intelligens
https://www.nord.no/om/kunstig-intelligens/studenter-retningslinjer-for-bruk-av-generativ-kunstig-intelligens
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7. SUPPORT FOR THE MASTER'S THESIS 

There are various ways to finance the MOPP . Perhaps the least attractive method is to pay everything 
yourself. However, this is something most people try to avoid. An alternative is to find a collaboration 
partner in the form of a company, organization or foundation, within or outside the environment at 
HHN. 

7.1 The master fund  

For students who do not have funding in any other way, it is possible to apply for support from the 
master's fund. Activities for which support can be applied for are, for example: 

• Access to databases and reports 
• Travel expenses to collect data and visit resource persons 
• Expenses in connection with data collection 

The board of the master's fund, which consists of two employees at HHN and two students, allocates 
funds to applications that satisfy the application criteria. The application deadline will be announced 
in canvas, see applicant guidance, appendix 5. 
 

7.2 The MOPP Award 

Cooperation agreements with business and the public sector have resulted in an award ceremony for 
the most outstanding MOPP being organized in connection with the graduation for the master's 
students. A possible prize will subsequently be able to cover some of the expenses that have been 
incurred during the work on the MOPP . The most outstanding MOPPs written in connection with 
specific topics are rewarded with a cash prize. The number of winners and the amount are determined 
by the prize givers. Prizes are awarded within various categories . 
 
The total premium per category has in recent years ranged from NOK NOK 10,000-15,000. A 
prerequisite for receiving an award is that the author(s) are present to receive the award at the 
graduation ceremony for the master's students . 
 
The course coordinator for each main profile is responsible for the nomination. In order for a MOPP 
to be nominated, it is also assumed that it is not confidential. Although the assignment is initially 
based on confidential data, there are ways to avoid the confidentiality of the assignment. In 
collaboration with the supervisor, one can develop ways to anonymise empirical data so that 
identification of persons, activities and organizations becomes difficult, even if the phenomena being 
studied are well taken care of in both the empirical work and the analysis part. But remember that this 
must be done in collaboration with the supervisor who should initially have access to original empirical 
data! 
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8. REQUIREMENTS FOR THE MASTER'S THESIS  

8.1 Practical information about mandatory presentations and submissions 

The assignment must be submitted within the set deadline, see announcement on StudWeb (cf. your 
exam announcements). On the specified date, by 2 p.m., the assignment must be submitted in Inspera 
, in its own examination room. The assignment is delivered as one pdf file. 
 
A standard front page must be used for the assignment - this is posted on Canvas. Text must be: 
assignment title (NB title can contain a maximum of 90 characters!), name of author(s) and course 
code. 
 
When submitting the thesis you need to indicate in Inspera whether the thesis must be kept 
confidential. After submission, the completed investigation remains the property of the student, but 
may also be used in research and teaching later on (also see chapter 11).  Be aware that a confidential 
thesis is not eligible for a MOPP award.   
 
Note that two work requirements must be completed before you can submit the assignment. The 
deadline for submitting these appears on StudentWeb . 
 

8.2 Format and layout 

The master thesis must be designed according to standardized templates for scientific works. These 
vary somewhat depending on the selected format. The standard cover page (HHN) must be used and 
the assignment submitted electronically. The student(s) can choose between two formats for the 
master's thesis. The two formats in which the master's thesis can be written are: 
 

i. Monograph 
ii. Scientific article with cover 

Each format is described in the sections below. 

 

8.2.1 Master's thesis as a monograph 
The scope of the master's thesis cannot be determined precisely. This is normally a matter between 
student(s) and supervisor. Scope can be defined by the number of words, characteristics of the data 
material, and/or the complexity of the analysis. The scope of the master's thesis is normally 60 pages, 
including summary and bibliography. This also applies if you write together with another student. 
Deviations from the norm depend on traditions in the professional disciplines. The assignment's 
layout and structure are described in detail in Section 8.3. 

8.2.2 Master's thesis as a scientific article with summary article 
An article-based master's thesis must consist of two parts. A cloak and a scientific paper. When 
submitting, the article and cover must be bound into one assignment with a common front page. The 
cape is placed at the front of the task. The article must be able to be sent for assessment in an 
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international/national peer-reviewed journal after censorship. If the scientific article is submitted to a 
peer-reviewed journal, the student(s) must comply with the applicable regulations (see below). 

8.2.2.1 Introductory chapter  
 
The introductory chapter explains the theoretical and methodological aspects of the research. This 
includes discussion and explanation of theoretical aspects as well as critical analysis of methods used 
and reflection on the limitations of the study. The introductory chapter has a scope of between 5,000 
and 10,000 words, excluding the summary and bibliography. If two candidates cooperate on the 
thesis, the introductory chapter’s word count increases by 2-3,000 words. The candidate must present 
a separate bibliography for the introductory chapter. The bibliography is presented at the end of the 
introductory chapter. In cases where a candidate has written their article with the goal of publication 
in an English-language international journal, he/she may still write the introductory chapter in 
Norwegian.  
 

8.2.2.2 Scientific article 
The thesis must include at least one article that satisfies the requirements for publication in a 
recognized and relevant scientific journal with peer review. The student must choose a relevant peer-
reviewed scientific journal from the list of authorized publication channels ( Publication channels ). 
The article must be written in the format specified by the author guidelines in the selected journal. The 
author's guide must be attached to the master's thesis. 
 
The length of the article will vary with the norm in the journal in question, but for most journals the 
length will be between 4,000 and 12,000 words. The article must not exceed the maximum number of 
words in the selected journal, but not less than 4,000 words and not more than 20,000 words. When 
submitting the master's thesis, the article must be prepared for submission to the journal in question. 
The article should not be submitted to a journal before censorship of the master's thesis has been 
completed. The grade A or B is recommended if the article is to be sent for assessment. 
When you have chosen a journal, it is important to follow the journal's author guidelines carefully. 
Here you get information about the article structure, the number of words you have at your disposal, 
the reference system and how the article is to be delivered. These formal requirements must be 
complied with. 
 
Usually, a scientific article has the following structure:1 
 

• Front page with 
o Title 
o List of authors and institutional association (in most cases Nord University) 
o Summary/abstract 
o Keywords 
o Introduction 
o Theoretical framework/methods/data 
o Results 

 
1 These may vary. In many journals, the introduction may start on the front page, while graphs 
and tables appear in the text itself. It is paramount that candidates write their text in 
accordance with the relevant author guidelines.  

https://kanalregister.hkdir.no/publiseringskanaler/Forside
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o Discussion 
o Conclusion 
o References 
o Acknowledgements 
o Figures/tables 

All points should be in accordance with the guidelines of the relevant journal.    
 

8.2.2.3 Weighting during censorship  
When the thesis is censored, the cover is weighted 30% and the article 70% when the overall grade is 
set. However, both parts must receive a minimum of E for the student to receive an overall passing 
grade. 
 

8.2.2.4 Publication 
Student(s) and supervisor can, after censorship, together assess whether the article part of the master's 
thesis should possibly be processed further for submission to the chosen journal. The supervisor(s) co-
authorship must then be discussed, but there is no automaticity in the supervisor being a co-author (cf. 
the Vancouver guidelines ). 
 
If the student fully or partially bases his article on data material made available from the 
supervisor/supervisor's project, the student(s) cannot usually be the sole author(s) of a possible 
publication of the article. 
 

8.3 The structure of a monograph 

 Front page 
 Sammendrag (A summary in Norwegian, about 200 words) 
 Preface 
 Abstract 
 Table of contents 
 List of tables 
 List of figures 
 List of appendixes 
 Glossary of concepts 
 The chapters of the main report 
 Literature list 
  Appendices 

8.4 The abstract 

The summary should be a mini-report. Here, the problem will be presented briefly and the most 
important results summarized. The summary must be read independently of the rest of the 
report. The summary should not amount to more than 2-4% of the scope of the report. In 
addition, there must be a description of the report's content and results in English ( abstract , 
200 words). 

https://www.forskningsetikk.no/en/resources/the-research-ethics-library/legal-statutes-and-guidelines/the-vancouver-recommendations/


Nord Business School 
 

   
 

16 

8.5 Introduction, theory, context 

The assignment's main report must have an introductory chapter. This should touch on the 
following main topic: 
 
  Background for the study, what dilemma or problem is to be elucidated, and why is 
the chosen topic interesting? How do you define central theories and concepts in the thesis? 
What do we already know about this topic in the research literature, and where is there a gap 
in the literature that you would like to fill? 
 
  What is the overall purpose of the study, and what is the specific issue(s) to be 

investigated in the study, possibly presentation of central hypotheses? 
 
  What data is the basis of the study? Who or what have you studied and with what 

method? What are your main findings and conclusions, and how can these be compared 
with previous literature, and how do you cover gaps in the literature? 

 
  Overview of the structure of the report; a brief introduction to the thinking that 

underlies the order of the report's chapters. 
 
 A theoretical discussion, either as a basis for later empirical investigations, or as an objective 

in itself. One may also want to present the thesis’ context(s) (e.g. a particular company), 
before or after the theoretical discussions. 

8.6 Method 

If the thesis is based on some form of collection of empirical data, this must be explained 
separately. The following topics are central: 
  Definition of observation unit. When quantitative methods are used, the population 

must also be defined. 
  Selection parameters and procedure for selection of observation units, possible 

discussion of representativeness, etc. 
  Data collection and data processing methods 
  Discussion of error sources and validity 
 
The method chapter's content and structure will be given great weight when the report's formal 
quality is to be assessed. The discussions in the method chapter must be directly related to the 
investigative work you/you will actually undertake. 
 

8.7 Introduction and summary for each chapter 

All chapters, apart from the introduction and methods chapter, can have a short summary of a 
maximum of 1/2 page at the end. In that case, the summary should contain main results and 
main conclusions. One can also consider whether all main chapters should have a short 
introduction that presents the purpose of the chapter, central arguments and a short reading 
guide. 
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8.8 Literature list and literature references 

In Appendix 3, an example of how the reference list should look is provided. In any scientific 
work, references to the sources used must be given in the text. If quoting directly, both the 
year of publication and page number must be provided. Example: Pettersen says that "... and it 
would be a lie to claim such a thing." (1980, p.23), or (Pettersen, 1980:23). If it is not a direct 
quote, but the author's name is used in the text, it is sufficient to include the year in 
parentheses: Pettersen (1980) believes that such a claim would not be correct. If the source 
name is omitted in the text, it is also included in the parentheses: Such a claim would, 
according to some, not be correct (Pettersen, 1980; Janson, 1983). Undeniably, there are other 
methods in this area. If in doubt, contact your supervisor for advice and guidance. 
 
Correct literature references, and references to these, will be given great importance in the 
formal assessment of the assignment. It is recommended that the candidate establishes a 
system that ensures an overview of the references used. The main purpose is for you to have 
an overview and control over your use of references. Sloppiness with this leads to a lot of 
hassle at the end. 
 
Use of your own work in the master's thesis must be referenced to avoid self-plagiarism. This 
means that if you use text (whole or parts) from previously submitted work, it must be 
referenced both in the text content and in the reference list in the master's thesis. The student 
must also include a brief note that their own work is used in the master's thesis. Such a note 
can either be given in a footnote or incorporated into the text. Own work can only be used to a 
limited extent. 
 
The original text from previously submitted work must be revised for use in the master's 
thesis, and students should explain its relevance and significance. Such use of previous work 
should show development and reflection in the work on the master's thesis. However, it is 
important to be aware that extensive use of previously submitted work will, all else being 
equal, result in a lower grade. 
 
We remind you that omission of references (failing to disclose where arguments or theories 
are sourced from) can be considered cheating and punished with up to one year of exclusion 
from higher education. Therefore, be precise when citing references and ensure that all 
sources you have used in your MOPP are included in the reference list! Nord University uses 
plagiarism control for all submissions. More information about cheating and plagiarism can 
be found on our website: https://www.nord.no/en/student/examinations-and-
assessment/cheating  

8.9 Tables and figures 

Tables and figures can e.g. is made as shown in appendix 4. It is important that this is also done 
correctly. One should be particularly careful to find a title for figures or tables and a presentation 
method that reflects the illustrated case. 

8.10 Appendix/Attachment 

General detailed background material or substrate material is added in the appendix. If you are 
in doubt as to whether you should have material in the main report or an appendix, it should be 
put in an appendix. 

https://www.nord.no/en/student/examinations-and-assessment/cheating
https://www.nord.no/en/student/examinations-and-assessment/cheating
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9. EXAMINATION-RESULT / GRADE 

The evaluation of the master thesis is carried out by 2 persons, one internal examiner (usually 
the supervisor) and one external. Letter grades are given (A-F).  

9.1 Criteria and grading ladder for the evaluation of the MOPP thesis.   

1: Professional/substantial criteria 
 
  Emphasizing and explaining the research problem 
  Arguments for and discussions of the theoretical basis   
 Stating reasons for and discussing method   
 Theoretical and empirical use of the problem topic 
 The ability to abstract 
 
2: Formal criteria 
 
  Structured exposition 
  Coherent and well written presentation 
  Systematic references and literature list 
 
3: Independence criteria and originality   
 
 The ability to work independently with a problem, theory and method 
 Originality displayed in the choice of problem, theory, and method. 
 

9.2 Grading scale 

A  Generally: An excellent performance that clearly stands out at a national level 
 Displays excellent insight into the academic theories and methods in the field and knowledge 

at an exceptionally high level. The goals of the thesis are clearly defined and easy to 
understand 

 can choose between and use relevant methods of research and academic development, and 
masters the methods used in a convincing manner 

 The work is innovative and has required very extensive work 
 has an excellent ability to analyse and critically relate to different sources of information and 

to use these to structure and articulate academic arguments 
 has in an outstanding manner conducted an independent, delimited research or development 

project under supervision and in line with applicable norms of research ethics 
 displays excellent capacity for critical reflection, and can clearly distinguish between own 

contribution and the contributions made by others 
 Shows that they have undertaken extensive independent work and has excellent mastery of the 

expressive forms of the field. 
The thesis has an advanced form, structure and language. 

 
B Generally: A very good performance that clearly stands out 
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 Displays very good insights into the academic theories and methods of the field and 
knowledge at a very high level. The goals of the thesis are clearly defined and easy to 
understand 

 can chose between and use relevant methods of research and academic development, and 
masters the methods used in a very good manner 

 The work is innovative and has required extensive work 
 has a very good ability to analyse and critically relate to different sources of information and 

to use these to structure and articulate academic arguments 
 has in a very good manner conducted an independent, delimited research or development 

project under supervision and in line with applicable norms of research ethics 
 displays very good capacity for critical reflection, and can clearly distinguish between their 

own contribution and the contributions made by others 
 Shows that they have undertaken extensive independent work and has very good mastery of 

the expressive forms of the field.The thesis has an advanced form, structure and language. 
 
C Generally: A generally good performance 

 Displays good insight into the academic theories and methods of the field and knowledge at a 
high level. The goals of the thesis are generally defined well 

 has chosen relevant and correct methods for research and academic development and masters 
the methods used well 

 The work is good and the thesis represents a normal scope of work 
 has a good ability to analyse different sources of information and can use these in an 

independent and competent manner to structure and articulate academic arguments 
 has conducted an independent, delimited research or development project under supervision 

and in line with applicable norms of research ethics 
 displays capacity for critical reflection, and can distinguish well between their own 

contribution and the contributions made by others 
 Masters the forms of expression in the field well. The thesis has good form, structure and 

language 
 
D Generally: A clearly satisfactory performance 

 Displays satisfactory insight into the academic theories and methods of the field, and shows 
that they have a satisfactory level of knowledge. The goals of the thesis are not defined clearly 

 has chosen relevant and correct methods for research and academic development and masters 
the methods used to a satisfactory degree. 

 The work appears to have required a modest amount of work 
 has some ability to analyse different sources of information independently but depends on 

relatively close supervision in order to structure and articulate academic arguments  has 
conducted an independent, delimited research or development project under supervision, but 
the thesis has clear potential for improvement. The work is in line with applicable norms of 
research ethics 

 displays capacity for critical reflection, but has difficulty in distinguishing well between their 
own contribution and the contributions made by others 
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 Masters the forms of expression in the field to a satisfactory degree. The thesis has a 
satisfactory form, structure and language. 

 
E  Generally: A performance that is sufficient in that it satisfies the minimum 

requirements 
 

 has sufficient insight into the academic theories and methods of the field. The goals of the 
thesis are described but appear unclear 

 has chosen relevant and correct methods for research and academic development, and masters 
the methods used in a manner that satisfies the minimum requirements 

 The work appears to have required a very modest amount of work and seems fragmented 
shows some independent ability to analyse different sources of information, but depends on 
relatively close supervision in order to formulate academic arguments 

 is clearly dependent on supervision in order to complete a delimited research or development 
project. The work is in line with applicable norms of research ethics 

 shows sufficient capacity for critical reflection, but has not utilised the competency of the 
research community in a good way 

 can generally use the expressive forms of the field, but the form, structure and language of the 
thesis have notable deficiencies  

 
F Generally: A performance that does not satisfy minimum requirements 

  has insufficient insight into the academic theories and methods of the field. The goals 
of the thesis are not clearly described, or are not described at all 

 lacks competency in the methods of the field, and lacks technical skills in the methods that 
were utilised 

 The work required modest work and is fragmented 
 does not use existing sources of information, and has not understood or wanted to use advice 

and guidance 
 does not show sufficient capacity for critical reflection, and has not utilised the competency of 

the research community in a good way 
 The presentation shows significant deficiencies in its form, structure and language 

 
 
The title and the grade of the written investigation are stated on the diploma. 
 
Theses which upon initial review do not qualify for a passing grade can, if rewritten, be handed 
in one more time – and then by the next deadline (November). See studweb for information on 
the deadlines or contact the administration at HHN.   
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10. CONFIDENTIAL INVESTIGATIONS 

In very special cases where it is not possible to change the content of the work so that 
confidential information is omitted, or where it is not possible to provide a sufficiently 
anonymous representation, the client/source of confidential data can decide whether the 
investigation is to be treated as a confidential investigation, thereby avoiding publicity. This is 
ticked off when submitting in Inspera . You choose the duration of the confidentiality when you 
submit the assignment in Inspera . 
 
When borrowing confidential studies from the library, permission must be obtained from the 
supervisor and author. The permission must be given in writing. 
 
In general, students should avoid writing confidential reports. All assignments that are not 
confidential are a resource and can be used for teaching/guidance at HHN. In addition, HHN 
may, without the author's consent, pass on assignments that have been nominated for awards. 
Assignments marked as confidential cannot be nominated for an award. 
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11. NOTIFICATION OBLIGATION  

Nord University's information on privacy in student assignments can be found here: 
https://www.nord.no/om/personvern/personvern-i-oppagver 
 
All R&D, master's, bachelor's and master's theses that involve the processing of personal data 
must be reported to Sikt. It is the project manager who is responsible for reporting the student 
project, but it is usually the student who completes the report itself.  
 
The project must be reported to Sikt if at one point or another you process personal data, even 
if you are to anonymize all people later in the process or in the task itself. If you e.g. make an 
audio recording of an interview which you later transcribe into anonymous text, the project 
must be reported to Sikt.  
 
You will be asked to enter an end date for the project. If you are going to keep data bases with 
personal data until censorship has been carried out, you must set the date after the censorship 
deadline. 
 
You must register the project here: Registration form for personal data in research (sikt.no) . 
 
Under point 4 - Daily responsible, enter your supervisor. Register with NSD as soon as 
possible after you have been assigned a supervisor. If your supervisor is not employed at Nord 
University, enter the study program officer. 
 
Study program managers : 
Master of Science in Business – Amsale K. Temesgen 
Master in global management – Vivi M. Storsletten 
Master in Accounting and Auditing – Anne-Cathrine Bernhoft 
Master in Entrepreneurship and business development – Tommy H. Claussen 
 
  
 
 
 

 

https://www.nord.no/om/personvern/personvern-i-oppgaver
https://sikt.no/tjenester/personverntjenester-forskning/fylle-ut-meldeskjema-personopplysninger
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12. RULES ON PROPERTY RIGHTS AND RIGHTS OF USE 

1.  The master's thesis is the property of the student. The assignment can be used in teaching 
and research at the university. In this context, the assignment can be copied and distributed 
internally to students and staff at Nord University without special permission from the 
copyright holder, and without the copyright holder being entitled to payment. 
 

2.  The assignment or parts of it may not be copied and distributed externally without special 
approval from the rights holder. In the event of consent, the price and distribution of the 
income is determined by agreement with the rights holder. 
 

3.  The task can be exempted from the public if it has been carried out on behalf of a client 
who has reserved that it not be made publicly available. The same is the case if data 
sources have been promised full confidentiality. Students should strive to make the 
assignments publicly available. 

 
4.  The master's thesis must, with the exception of the provision in section 3, be publicly 

available in the university library's database. 
 
5  The originator of the intellectual property is entitled to be named as good practice dictates, 

both internally and when using the intellectual property externally. 
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APPENDIX 1: Documentation that compulsory work no. 1 has been completed: 

( form is available in Word format on Canvas ): 
 
This form is used for the Master of Science in Business and Master in Accounting and 
Auditing 
 
THE FORM IS DELIVERED IN SIGNED CONDITION TO THE SUBJECT RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THE SPECIALIZATION 
 
The deadline for submission appears on StudentWeb . 
 
Name: 
 

Student no .: 

Name: 
 

Student no .: 

Main profile: 
 
 

Subject code: 

 
PROPOSAL FOR MASTER'S THESIS 

 
 
 
Desired supervisor(s): 
 
 
 
Theme / issue: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Provisional disposition plan: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For the MASTER'S theses, this is registered as compulsory work 1 . 
 
 
 
Approved. _______________ ____________________________ 
Date  Sign. main profile manager 
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APPENDIX 2: Documentation that compulsory work no. 2 has been completed  

(The form is available in Word format on Canvas) 
 
This form is used for the Master of Science in Business and Master in Accounting and 
Auditing 
 
 
DELIVERED IN SIGNED CONDITION TO THE SUBJECT RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 
MAIN PROFILE 
 
The deadline for submission appears on StudentWeb . 
 
Name: 
 

Student no .: 

Name:  
Student no .: 

Main profile: 
 
 

Subject code: 

 
PROPOSAL FOR MASTER'S THESIS 

 
 
 
 
 
Title (this can contain a maximum of 90 characters!) : 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Review of progression / presentation 2. 
 
 
 
 
 
For master's theses, this is registered as compulsory work 2 . 
 
 
 
 
Approved. _______________ _____________________________ 
Date  Sign. main profile manager 
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APPENDIX 3: References 

Reference use in the text that is not a direct quote – 1 author: 
 

a) Westhead (1994) claims that the population density in a region is important for the 
entrepreneurial climate in the region. 

b) The population density in a region is important for the entrepreneurial climate in the 
region (Westhead, 1994). 
 

Reference use in the text that is not a direct quote – 2 authors: 
 
Same as above, but 

a) Westhead and Wright (2000) argue …. 
b) …. (Westhead and Wright, 2000). 

 
Reference use in the text that is not a direct quote – 3 or more authors: 
 
Same as above, but 

a) Westhead et al. (2001) argue… 
b) … (Westhead et al., 2001). 

 
Reference use in the text that is a direct quote: 
 

a) Westhead (1994: page numbers) claims that "the population density in a region is 
important for the entrepreneurial climate in the region." 

b) "The population density in a region is important for the entrepreneurial climate in the 
region" (Westhead, 1994: page numbers). 

 
 

The list of references  
(All authors must be listed) 
 
Scientific article : Ajzen, I. (1991). The theory of planned behavior. Organizational Behavior 
and Human Decision Processes , 50(2), 179-211. 
 
Conference paper : Alsos, GA, Ljunggren, E. and Rotefoss, B. (2000). Who makes it through 
the business formation process? A study of entrepreneurs. Paper presented at the 2000 Babson 
College-Kauffmann Entrepreneurship Research Conference, Babson College, 8-10 June. 
 
Book: Dollinger, MJ (1995). Entrepreneurship: Strategies and resources . Homewood, IL: 
Richard D. Irwin. 
 
Book chapter : Batstone, S. and Mansfield. E. (1992). Births, deaths and turbulence in 
Englandand Wales. In Robertsen, M., Chell, E. and Mason, C., eds., Towards the twenty-first 
century: The challenge for small business . Macclesfield: Nadamal Books , 179-208. 
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Internet Document References 
 
Use the exact date that appears in the article. 
Note that no page numbers should be given. When referring to an Internet document, the 
volume and issue number are usually irrelevant. If possible, you should provide a URL that 
leads directly to the source. If a URL is too long for one line, add line breaks after a / or before 
a period. 
 
Examples : Fredrickson , BL 7 March 2000. Cultivating positive emotions to optimize health 
and well-being. Prevention & Treatment, 3, Article 0001a. Retrieved November 20, 2000, 
from http://journals.apa.org/prevention/volume3/pre0030001a.html  
GVU's 8th WWW user survey. (no date). Downloaded August 8, 2000 from 
http://www.cc.gatech.edu/gvu/usersurveys/survey1997-10/  

http://journals.apa.org/prevention/volume3/pre0030001a.html
http://www.cc.gatech.edu/gvu/usersurveys/survey1997-10/
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APPENDIX 4: Tables and Figures 
  
NB! These are only intended as examples of content and layout. 
 
Table 3.1 The prevalence of additional information in 17 shipping companies' annual 
reports 

 1990 1991 
Other accounting standards 2 3 
Segment reporting 6 12 
Substance value calculation 10 13 
Budget and other forward-looking information 0 0 
Price-adjusted accounts 0 0 
Value added accounting 0 0 
Information about employees 11 13 
Information on shareholder relations 17 17 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Figure 1: The authorities' reaction curve and preference structure. 
 

 
Figure 2. Sales by year 
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APPENDIX 5: Applicant guidance master fund 

Applicant guidance master fund 
 
Who can apply for what? 
Master's degree students at Nord University School of Business and Economics can apply to 
the Master's Fund for support for their master's thesis. A prerequisite for support is that the 
activities sought to be covered cannot be financed in any other way, such as project funds, 
support from business, professional travel funds, etc. 
 
Different forms of support and application requirements 
Examples of what support can be applied for: 
• Access to databases and reports 
• Travel expenses to collect data and visit resource persons 
• Expenses in connection with data collection 
 
What the application must contain: 
• Project description 
• Budget with application amount 
• Supervisor's signature 
• Contact information from the applicant (remember email and telephone number) 
 
Support is not given for, for example: study tour, subsistence allowance, salary, technical 
equipment, expenses for printing/copying. 
 
Applicants are expected to apply to the client or partner for support before applying for the 
Master Fund . This must be stated in the application . If you receive support from 
another funding source, this must be specified in the application. 
 
Distribution of funds 
The board of the Master Fund allocates funds on the basis of applications that satisfy the 
criteria in this guide. The board will not assess the applications on the basis of the 
professional quality of the work carried out. 
 
Students can only apply for support once. 
 
When allocating funds, a maximum limit has been set for costs in connection with travel of 
approx . NOK 4,000. The board prioritizes paying for a trip per person (a main journey ). 
 
Submission of invoice with receipt must be done at the latest at the same time as 
submission of the master's thesis. Payment is only made on presentation of a receipt. 
Support is paid for actual expenses for which money has been allocated. 
 
Applications are sent to the program supervisor. The application deadline is announced on 
Canvas, and is usually early February. Feedback to the applicant is given no later than three 
weeks after the deadline. 
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